Belvidere High School

809 Oxford Street

Belvidere, NJ 07823


PHONE: (908)475-4025 FAX: (908)475-1685
January 13, 2009

Dear Parents, Students and Guardians:

Happy New Year!  The school year is going by so quickly and there are many exciting 

events on the horizon.  Mr. Billy Staples, a teacher and motivator, spoke to the students and faculty yesterday in an attempt to start the New Year off with a positive outlook. We continue to encourage each student to realize their potential by paying attention in class, completing their homework to reinforce the skills learned in school and doing their best each day.

Monday, January 19:  No school in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King

Thursday, January 29:  Financial Aid Night 7:30 – 9:30 All parents are welcome

8th Grade Visitation for Students and Parents

Incoming 8th graders and their parents will be visiting BHS on Thursday, Jan 15th.

The students attend in the morning and the parent meeting is at 7PM in the auditorium.
Traditionally this is an exciting day and the first step in the transition process from elementary school to High School.  We all anticipate a good day.  Welcome to the class of 2013 – 
all 172 of you!
Midterms
Midterms will be administered on three shortened sessions next week with the following schedule:


Tuesday, Jan 20th:

1st Exam:  
English






2nd Exam: 
Math


Wednesday, Jan 21st
1st Exam:
Science






2nd Exam:
Social Studies


Thursday, Jan 22nd:

1st Exam:
World Language






2nd Exam:
Electives and Conflicts

The exams will be given this year by subject matter in order to test all students in a particular
course at the same time.  The goal is to create a testing environment similar to what students will experience when they take standardized tests (PSAT, SAT) and state issued tests (ASK 8, HSPA, End of Year Biology Assessment).  Each midterm will last approximately 90 minutes. Students will have to surrender cell phones at the start of the exam and the testing climate will encourage each student to work diligently.  Mid-year assessments are a positive method of helping students synthesize and strengthen what they have learned.  Midterms help teachers evaluate topics covered in class, but more importantly, they provide a guideline for both student and teacher to assess progress.  It takes organization and patience to review material that has been presented since September.  If you can assist your child in the review process, I strongly encourage it.  All testing accommodations will be followed.   Seniors who do not have an exam in a particular time frame may be excused from school with the proper paperwork.  Please ask them to find the necessary forms at the front office. 
Report Cards
It is anticipated that report cards will be sent home the first week of February.
The Scheduling Process for 09-10

The guidance department, Mrs. Skoog (grade 10) and Mrs. McKinney (grade 9/11), will be visiting English classes during the last week of January and early February to discuss the course selection process for next year (Child Study Team case managers will be part of the process too).  There are a couple of different forms that your child will need to complete for the final scheduling date of Thursday, Feb 12th.  The critical element in scheduling is having a two step communication process. First discussions at home between student and parent and then communication between home and school. The selection of courses is important and some decisions made will have an impact in coming years.  Students benefit from taking the time to consider the various options available and discussing those options with parents, teachers and guidance counselors. They then create a schedule for next year which allows the student to grow and mature academically.   High school students want to feel comfortable in choices and parents and educators want students to reach their potential to be in the best position for success.  
Staff Changes
I am thrilled to announce that Mrs. McHugh is the proud mom of a baby girl, Makaila. Congratulations to Samantha and her family!  As you are aware, Ms. Janice Courtright (English), retired at the end of the year.  Ms. Megan Allmer will be taking over her classes and some of Mrs. McHugh’s for the remainder of the school year.  Ms. Allmer is a former BHS student and an education graduate from ESU. She completed her student teaching at Bangor HS and Oxford St. School.  Mrs. Hinkel (Spanish) will also be leaving at the end of January to have a baby. Ms.  Edith Villaverde, who was Mrs. Hinkel’s replacement in the past, will again have responsibility for her classes.  Ms. Villaverde is familiar with BHS and it is wonderful to have that continuity again.
Articulation
The Belvidere School District and the sending districts of Harmony, Hope and White get together each year at the end of January and early February to discuss coordinating curriculum.and academic progress between the cluster schools in core subject areas.

It is an enlightening and beneficial process especially for the 8th grade and freshmen 

teachers to meet and project needs for the coming year.  An added benefit is that faculty 

get time to share new ideas and collaborate in order to enhance learning for all our students.
Global Connect
Global Connect is the information/communication system in place at the BSD.  It will transmit a message to parents and staff regarding important information.  Delayed openings and snow closing are transmitted via this phone system.  In addition, any changes in schedules will be put on the website, www.belvideresd.org, as soon as possible and the answering machine in the HS
(475-4025) will reflect changes too. Radio stations are also informed of changes. If you do not wish to receive a global connect message, please call Mrs. James (475-6606) in the front office and she will have your number removed from the list.
Project Graduation
Project Graduation is hosting its annual Tricky Tray at BHS on Friday, February 27th 

at 6 PM in the school gym.  Although this fundraiser is run by senior parents anyone in the school could contribute a tray to assist the senior parents.  As a reminder to senior parents, the Project Grad committee is anticipating two trays from each family.  Everyone is encouraged to attend and bring friends that night.  I have attended; it is a really fun event and the spirit of camaraderie is infectious.  Advance sale tickets are available and for further information call Lori Wilson (689-8076) or Diane Malanga (475-4937). Save the date, attend, and bring a friend (s); you won’t regret it!
Teacher Appreciation Week

Teacher Appreciation Week is May 4 – 8. Parents have been very generous in 

giving of their time and talents to the staff at the HS.  In the past, Pauline Albrecht has spearheaded this week and is once again willing to coordinate the appreciation week.  

If you would like to assist her in this effort, please contact her at albrechtpauline@yahoo.com.

Parental Input/ Partners in Education (PIE)
As I am a new Principal, please do not hesitate to call me with suggestions you think would strengthen BHS.  We changed the format of Parent-Teacher Conferences eliminating formal scheduled times.  Was that easier for families?  Drop me a line to comment on that or any other issue at lpappas@belvideresd.org or call 475-6605.  I welcome feedback. In order to make this easier for parents to provide suggestions, the PIE meetings are being rescheduled.
Partners in Education (PIE) is a group of interested parents, students and staff that have met in the past to discuss areas of concern and interest.  The dates for the remainder of the school year are:  Feb 9, Mar 9, April 20, May 11 and Jun 8.  The meetings take place in the library at 6:30 PM and last approximately 90 minutes.  Every parent/family is encouraged to attend.  This is one step we take together to continue to improve BHS.
Thank you for all your efforts at home to reinforce the academic demands placed on your students.  Belvidere High School is committed to creating a learning community where kids feel valued, listened to and appreciated.  It isn’t always perfect but we continue to strive to 

better ourselves. If students feel positive about themselves they work harder both academically and athletically.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if there is anything I can do to encourage your child to work harder to achieve success.

Sincerely,

Lelia D. Pappas

Principal
2009 Upcoming Events
Jan 15:

8th Grade Visitation (AM), Parents 7PM auditorium

Jan 16

Snow date for Visitation

Jan 29

Financial Aid Night 7:30 – 9:30 PM 

Feb 12:

High School Scheduling day

Feb 27:

Project Graduation Tricky Tray:  6PM 

Mar 3 -5

HSPA testing:  Grade 11

Mar 6


Snow date for HSPA testing
Mar 10 – 12

HSPA Make-up Testing:  Grade 11
Mar 13 & 14

My Fair Lady presented by BHS Musical Dept 7PM

Mar 15

My Fair Lady:  2PM

Mar 21 & 28

Honors Writing Sample for 8th graders:  8AM gym door

April 10 -17

Spring break

May 15:

Instrumental Music Concert

May 19th 

Choral Music Concert:  (do we need a snow date?)

June 5

Awards Ceremony 8:30AM and Junior/Senior Prom 
June 19

Graduation for the Class of 2009
** Continue to refer to the website for updates and additional information.

www.belvideresd.org
