Belvidere High School

809 Oxford Street

Belvidere, NJ 07823

PHONE: (908)475-4025 FAX: (908)475-1685

November 5, 2008

To:

Parents, Guardians and the wonderful Student Body of BHS
From:

Lelia D. Pappas



Principal

Re:

November and December
This letter will find your students off for a few days of “R & R.”   “What’s R & R” the student inquires?  We adults wonder what LOL, OMG or POS mean….something to talk to your child about in the days off.

Lots of great things are happening at Belvidere High School and it is important to know that kids are working hard.  Many students have started the school year strong. The marking period ends on Wednesday, Nov 5th and report cards will be sent home on Friday Nov 14th (if all proceeds according to plan).  The picture will be clearer on Friday. Typically, 1st and 3rd marking periods are the strongest for students.  There are more than the usual distractions during the holiday season and exams are planned in January so remember students - Keep doing your best – it will pay off!  Guidance will be talking to those students who were not as successful as they could have been when they return the week of Nov 11th.


Parent Teacher Conferences:

The forms to request a conference are attached to this memo.  We are handling the request process a little different this year.  You will indicate the day you would like to attend but we will not be providing a specific timeslot.  Each teacher will be in a separate location.  There will be a sign in sheet and the conferences will be approximately 10 minutes in length – on a first come first serve basis.  If you could return the form to the HS office we will inform the staff of those families that will be attending and the anticipated day.  If you need to change the day that is ok (no need to call), and walk-ins will be welcome.  We are attempting to take some of the stress out of the conference scheduling.  
If you are not able to attend these days you can email any faculty via the HS page of the BSD website. Click on ‘faculty” and then the mail icon of the particular faculty and email will be available.  Any other concerns, please feel free to call me.  I would appreciate the forms returned to the front office by FRIDAY NOV 21st.
National Honor Society Induction:

The induction ceremony for the National Honor Society will be held Friday, Nov 14th at 8:30AM.  Congratulations to the following for this academic achievement:  Andrew Palmer, Rebecca Carney, Jessica DeGroff, Jessica Garris, Alexa Gregory, Zachary Haupin, Lee Kathenes, Justin Keifer, Lauren Lucas, Kaitlin Marsh, Alexis Mattei, Caitlin Nikituk,
Paige Norman, Heidi Rusch,  Nicholas Sharr, Shawnee Smith, Jenny Tammera, Jenna Tshudy and Jessica Wasser. 

Strategic Planning Committee:  The Belvidere BOE is requesting community volunteers to 

participate in the Strategic Planning Committee to generate a five year long-range plan for the Belvidere School District.  I strongly urge you to consider being part of this worthwhile committee and if you are interested please contact our Superintendent, Dirk Swaneveld at 
908-475-6602 or by email at dswaneveld@belvideresd.org. 

Upcoming Events:  

Every year the months of November and December are truly hectic.  I will list many of the important upcoming dates but I encourage everyone not to get too overwhelmed by the season.  Take time to relax with your children; maybe attend the holiday concerts as a family?  Try to appreciate the intangibles like:  friendship, love, peace and quiet, laughter and beauty.  This is also a time that economically challenged families find very difficult.  If the HS can assist you in any way over the holiday season it would be our gift to you.  Please contact Mrs. Golda, our school nurse (465-6615), myself (475-6605) or Mr. Flynn (475-6607) with any requests or concerns.  All these requests would be confidential but appreciated.

Fri Nov 14th:

National Honor Society Induction 

8:30 AM


Wed Nov 19th
BOE Meeting 



7:30 PM


Wed Nov 26th
Shortened Session



Noon dismissal


Thurs Nov 27th
Happy Thanksgiving


Wed Dec 3rd

Parent Teacher Conference

Afternoon (12:30 -2:30)


Thurs Dec 4th
Parent Teacher Conference

Evening (6-8)


Tues Dec 16th
Instrumental Holiday Concert

7:00 PM 

Wed Dec 18th
Choral Holiday Concert


7:00 PM


Fri Dec 19th 

HS & Sending District Concert

Morning





2nd MP Progress Reports Sent home


Tues Dec 23rd
Shortened Session



Noon dismissal


Dec 24 – Jan 2
Winter Vacation



Yeah!

Mon Jan 19th

MLK Day 




No school

Mid-term exams will be administered from Tues Jan 20, 2009 through Thurs Jan 22nd, 2009.

This is the second year for mid-terms. No students will be exempt from taking them and we will have shortened sessions all three days.

I know it is perhaps early too express these sentiments.  However, I want to thank the students, families and staff for the wonderful support they have shown me in my first months as Principal.  I love working with you and I consider it a tremendous honor to be part of the Belvidere family.  As the holiday season unfolds know I send the warmest wishes to each of you and may the spirit of love and kindness be evident in all you do.

