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February 5, 2009

 To:                   Students and their Families

From:                Lelia Pappas, Principal

Re:                    Report Cards and More

Enclosed is your child(s) midyear report card.  Please review it carefully with your child. 

There is a midterm grade indicated for most subject areas.  A midterm is an indicator of the student's ability to synthesize information over a longer period of time. Most midterms assessed knowledge over the entire first semester of work.  If you have any questions or concerns,  please call guidance (Ext 6609) or the specific teacher.  Most importantly, talk to your student. They will have a strong indication of their progress during the first part of the school year. There are many lessons to learn from report cards.  Knowledge is only a part of the story. Homework, attitude, effort and classroom participation are also elements of learning reflected in this midyear report.

With the start of the third marking period guidance becomes a pivotal area of focus at BHS.

The counselors will be visiting classrooms and preparing students to complete a schedule for next year.  Some of the courses are sequential and easy to select.  Other options require conversations between student, faculty and home.  Your child will have the needed materials in the coming week and the schedule date for the High School is February 11, 2009.  Students will select their courses in conjunction with their teachers on that date. This process will involve a couple of steps with materials needed to be completed with each step, please ask your child to keep you informed.  Parental signatures are part of the scheduling routine so be on the lookout!

State and District testing will take place in the second semester of the school year.  HSPA (High School Proficiency Assessment) is the statewide 11th grade assessment necessary for graduation.  It will be administered this year from MARCH 3rd-5th (Snow date Feb 6th, make up dates Feb 10th -12th). Students in grades 9 and 10 will be taking a District test during those same days. Therefore the entire student body from grades 9-11 will be testing. In order 
to create a positive test environment, I kindly suggest you encourage your student to start now with getting extra sleep, eating well and focusing on strong personal habits for success. Also in May, the students who are currently taking Biology will be completing a statewide Biology exam. On that day, freshmen will be administered a test of cognitive skills to assess verbal, non-verbal and memory learning skills. More information will follow on the specific date of that testing. Seniors will have some options on testing days. Materials will be forthcoming with respect to this and graduation data in the near future.

The second half of the school year traditionally is filled with activities one does not want to miss:  Mr. Belvidere (March 20), My Fair Lady (March 13-15), Jazz Festivals (April 22), Tricky Tray (Feb 27), and vacations (Feb 13 & 16 and April 10-17) to name just a few events!  They culminate in graduation on June 19th. There is a great deal of activity but also learning that will occur between now and June 19th. If your child struggled during the first half of the year it is not too late to turn things around. Each student’s "job" is to be the best student they can be. It should be their primary focus in life - working hard each day to achieve the optimum results at BHS. The faculty, staff and administration are poised and ready to assist in any way but they can not do it for your child.  Your child must make a commitment to work hard. Don't let the results of the first semester deter them if they did not accomplish their goals....keep encouraging them. 

Congratulations to all students for the efforts displayed during the first semester.  I wish everyone success.  Let’s continue to work together to make this a great semester.    
BHS is a great place to learn, succeed and grow. We are all trying to do that each day! 







Sincerely,






Lelia D. Pappas

LDP:laj

Encs.






Mission Statement

The Mission of Belvidere School District, a partnership of nurturing parents, dedicated faculty, and supportive communities, is to provide an exemplary education in a safe environment which empowers all students to become lifelong learners and to excel in a global society.



