Scarlet Scoop

Thoughts From
The Editor

“The Skyland Conferenceand Belvidere
High School believe sportsmanshipinan
expectation.
So pleaselet the playersplay, | et the coaches
coach, let theofficialsofficiate, let the spectators
be positive.”
- TheSkyland Conference

Pretty salf-explanatory, right? However,
lately it seemsthat the above stated concept is
incredibly difficult to understand. Onewould expect
the playerstojostle each other about, tossinsults
back and forth, or maybe even earn afew penalties
hereand there, so it would comeasabig surprise
to most peoplethat thefans are the onesdisplaying
thisunruly behavior.

I’ ve been hearing numerous stories
whisperedinthe hallsaround Belvidere about the
many insults, fights, underhanded comments, and
other actsof bad tastethat have been being
displayed at recent basketbal| games. It seemsto
melikethefanshave becomeathriving hive of
name-calling, chanting spectators.

L et theplayersplay. Thededicated
individualsthat go out and play the sport aregiving
ittheir al, doing their absol ute best for theteam so
they can do well and maybe evenwinthegame.
Their wholemind, body, and spiritisputintothis
game. Every last breath they haveis spent out there
onthecourt or thefield. Thelast thing they needis
to havefans, ESPECIALLY thosefrom the school
they represent (ak.a their PEERS), screaming
suchthingsas, “you suck”, “ get off thecourt”,
“what areyouthinking”, or “ (insert namehere) isa/
an (insert obscenity here)”. They do not need their
performance criticized, their reputationsmocked, or
their fedingshurt whilethey areout theredoing
something they loveto do. It'sall in poor tasteand

anappaling display of disrespect.

L et the coaches coach. Coachesaretrained
specifically to know how best to coach their players,
whento put their playersinthegame, and whento
takethem out. They do not need so called “ advice”
shouted to them when they aretrying to keep their
mind focused on the game and trying to keep their
playersfocused at the sametime. They arethe ones
incharge, and they will dowhat they fed isright.

L et theofficialsofficiate. Believeit or not,
refereesgoto school tolearntheir trade. They know
the game, they know what they aredoing, and they
know what callsto make so everything remainsfair
and the game stays clean. Granted, everyone makes
mistakes, but everyonehasto learnto get over it.
There have beeninstanceswhere astudent, acoach,
or occasionally aparent hasaproblemwithacall,
and they go storming down onto the court red-faced
and screaming. If it doesn’t get thisintense, they
resort to throwing numerous proj ectilesand shouting
obscenitiesor insultsingenera. Therefereehasto
be constantly focused so heisnot hurt and so hecan
maketheright calls. He or she cannot be distracted
by unhappy fans.

LET THE SPECTATORSBE
POSITIVE. Thebiggest thingto remember isthis: it
isjust agame. Nothingwill changewith awinor
loss. Thereisno need to distract officials, coaches,
players, or other fanswho aretrying to enjoy the
gamein peace. I’ veheard actsbeing plannedin
advance and wonder where students get the nerveto
be so utterly disrespectful. I’ ve heard numerous
stories, one particularly mean one of agroup
chanting insultsabout aplayer whose parentswere
sitting right therehearing everyonecriticizetheir child.
Thisisnot fair totheplayer, their parents, or those
gtting around who don’t takepartinthis. Isit realy
that hard to just it and watch agame?Are
discipline, respect, and humility redly difficult
conceptsto grasp? Thereisno problem getting
excited about agame, but whenit turnstoaplay on
peopl €' semotions, thenit hasgotten out of hand and
needsto be stopped. Immediately. Game over.

- Rebeccal.itz, Editor
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Midterms

Midterms. Thesmple, 2 syllableword
makes so many studentscringein anticipation of the
massive amount of studyingto come. Theschedule
thisyear changed from last year’s period-based
schedule. Theexamsweredistributed by subject
matter. Starting on January 20" and concluding on
January 22, two examswere held each day, witha
ten minute break in between. Thefirst day, Tuesday,
started theweek off withthe Englishexaminthe
morning and the math exam afterwards. Wednesday
wasthe day for science and history midterms, and
thelanguage and conflict examswereheld on
Thursday. The new schedulewas used so that every
student would betaking the same subject test at the
sametime, rather than by period whereevery
student would betaking the exam for whatever
period they had at that time.

One positive aspect of thisyear’ smidterms
isthat, likelast year, therewere half daysduring
testingweek. Thesehalf daysallowed extratimefor
studentsto study and rest for their upcoming exams.
However, much feedback wasreceived about the
new schedule, and it wasn’ t the reaction expected.
Most students, including myself, thought the new
schedulewastoo confusing, and it excluded many
el ectivesthat needed morethan thetwo hours
alotted. Classesthat involved“hands-on” exams
with limited sourceshad to havetheir midterms
either beforeor after Midtermweek. | personally
experienced thisproblemwith my Foodsclass. Our
examswerevery difficult to complete, duetothe
fact that thereare more studentsthan thereare
stoves, and not everyone could completethe exam
smultaneoudy. Thiswasnot only difficult, but it was
also frustrating because studentshad to take their
examson different days. Only afew studentscould
completetheirsper day, and much classtimewas
lost. Hopefully next year thiswill bethought through
alittemore.

Although amost every student had to takethe
dreaded mid-year test, there were exemptionsfor a
few lucky seniors. Therearemany half-year
coursesavailableat Belvidere, and instead of
midterms students must takefinas. Hardworking
seniorswererewarded with afina exam exemption.
To be exempt seniorsmust betaking ahalf-year
coursewith afinal average of a94 or above. 1,
aongwith many seniors, believethat thisisavery
goodidea. Not only doesit reward studentswho
worked hard during the course of theyear, but it

a so encourages other students, especially juniors, to
work much harder and do the best that they possibly
canin order to be exempt next year. Seniorswere
adsodlowedtoeither leaveor comeinearly if they
didn’t have any exams, with the proper paperwork.
Thisworked out well becauseit gave extratimefor
seniorsto study and focuson other exams.

Overdl, thisyear’smidtermsdidn’t runas
smoothly aspast years. Hopefully, the schedulefor
finalswill berevised so that the sameproblemsare
not encountered. | believethat seniorsshould still
be exempt from finalsat the end of the year, because
not only wasit rewarding, but it also allowed extra
timeto focuson examsfor classesthat perhaps
weremore challenging for some. Now they are
over, itstimeto look forward towardsfinals, and do
the best you can for the second half of theyear.
Good luck to everyone!

-JessicaLino
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Cabar etti

“LifelsA Cabaret” wasthe consensus of
the people who attended thisyear’s Cabaretti.
Someof you may bewondering what exactly a
Cabaretti is. Well, aCabaretti isaplay onthewords
“cabaret” and “ spaghetti”, so aCabaretti isa
spaghetti dinner withlivemusical entertainment.

BelvidereHigh School’sMusic Department
hosted one of these eventson February 6, 2009.
Any money raised was put towardstheir spring
musictrip, thisyear toAnnapolis, Maryland. Their
effortsweregresatly rewarded when thefundraiser
produced $725. Those who attended the Cabaretti
wereableto enjoy musical stylesfromall different
genres, including (but not limited to) jazz, classic
rock, musical medleys, and acousticinstruments.
Many music department studentsvolunteered their
timeto do variousjobssuch asentertaining,
waitressing, servingfood, sdlling tickets, and
manning the dessert and beveragetables.

Therewere many studentswho served as
thenight’ sentertainment, such asAliciaCerrada
Guenther, Justin Kiefer, Noah Lucas, Andrew
Mamrack, DamarisMillheim, Heather Shupe,
JessicaSeverns, and Steve Thompson. Among these
performers, the crowd heard well known Beatles
songs, original compositions, jazz favorites, and
songsfromthisyear’s production of My Fair Ladly.

Even though the studentsheld ahugepartin
theoverall successof the Cabaretti, sodid Mr.
Zetterstrom and Mr. Riday. Thesetwo heads of the
music department invest countlesshoursinto the
successof theinstrumental and choral ensembles.

Hopefully sincethisyear’s Cabaretti wassuch abig
hit, the music department will agreeto havethis
fundrai ser more often. So next time, come out and
support themusic department, after dl, “lifeisa
Cabaret” and weare providing themusic!

-Heather Shupe & DamarisMillheim

Boy’s Basketball

Belvidere Boy’sVarsity basketbal |l had has
many set backsthisseasonincludinginjuriesthat
sent three of the playersto the bench. Evenwith
theseinjuries, however, they managed to beat
talented teams, especidly onevery difficult team
from Bernards.

Theteamisled by fiveta ented seniors,
three of which were named as captain: Paul Gillette,
DonnieMitchdl, and NicholasHummer. A large
amount of talent on theteamisprovided by some of
the Junior team members, most specifically Micha
Novisand Thomas Caabrese. The support fromfan
base was outstanding, reflecting Belvidere's
excellent dedication from thetown.

Although thereweren’t many winsthisyear,
Belvidere'sbasketball program continuestogrow in
talent and indepth. Thisyears teamsare coached
by Head Coach Neuman Marlett, Assistant Coach
Sean O’ Brian, and JV Coach Chet Berofski.

- Paul Gillette
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Belvidere Swimming

For asmall school, itisan amazing fact that
thehigh school has put together thisswimteam. Itis
something that all thesvimmers, Belviderefaculty,
and Belvidere High School asawhole should be
very proud of . Thereare about twenty members of
theteam; thisissignificant inand of itself for the
school’ slesser known sport.

These swimmerslook beyond the
competition and disadvantagesthey havetofocuson
what really matters- apositive attitude and
sportsmanship-like manner each carrieswithinthem
despitetheir disappointments. If they don't get first
place, they accept it. If they get last, they know itis
okay because each oneknowsthey did their best.

Isn't thiswhat swimming and sportsin
generd areall about?1t’ snot about winning or
losing, but how you carry yourself either way. It's
about appreciating thefact that you arelucky
enough to play. Sportsare about having fun despite
thestruggles. Sometimesevery player, coach,
parent, or peer losessight of that.

Looking tothefuture, weall hopeto seethis
swimming program thrive, and we hopeto get more
and more participantsevery year. Therewill bea
great many thingswith swimming to seeunfold
through the next couple of years. For now, though,
congratulationsto al theswvimmerswho have
participated, and, of course, to Mrs. Schiavonefor
being awonderful and supportive swim coach. We
hopeto seemany great thingsfrom all of you. Keep
up thegood work!

- NinaGhilino & Deldre Romano

Brian Erdick Hypnotism Show

Thereisno question that Wednesday night's
comedy hypnosisshow, preformed by Brian Edlick,
wasthe hot topic among Belviderestudent’s
conversationon Thursday. In nearly every
classroom, videos captured fromthe night before
were passed among students, resultingin chatter and
laughter about the amazing performance. Edlick’s
show included the hypnosisof Belvidere students
rangingin agesfromthemiddie school tohigh
school. About ten studentsfell into histrance, leaving
thecrowd doubled over inlaughter.

Although theturnout waslessthan satisfying
for the Student Government-organized show, those
who attended were not let down. Many students
werechosentojoin Edlick onthestageasthe
objectsof hishypnosis. However, asdlect few stood
out asthe most memorable. Who, for example could
forget Courtney Stephanic’s Japaneselovesong?As
Edlick touched her knee and told her shewould
awakeand sing theaudiencealovesong...in
Japanese, the crowd was skeptic. Muchto
everyone ssurprise, asthemusic started, shelifted
from her seat and proceeded to sing to the audience
inalanguagethat everyonetook to be Japanese. As
could be expected, laughter eruptedinthe
auditorium. However, it wasn’t only Stephanic’'s
performancethat set the crowd off.
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Brian Erdick Hypnotism Show
(continued)

Nick Hummer’sloveand adoration of astuffed
animal wasacause of even moreastonishment. He
wastold that he had won the stuffed animal, and
wouldthereforefall inlovewithit and engageina
dow dancewithit asthemusic started. Hedidjust
that. Belvidere studentscouldn’t kegp their smiles
back ashe put hisarmsaround theanimal, heldit up
to hisface, and swung it around in anintimate dance.

Thehour and ahaf show wasfilled with
much more comedy than just the afore mentioned
incidents. Many said it wasthe hardest they’ ve
laughedinalong time, whiletheoneswho missedit,
kicked themsalvesfor having doneso. Lucky for
them, and for al who enjoy agood laugh, Brian
Edick will bereturning to Belvidere High School
sometimein May to perform hisnew comedic
hypnotism show. After the great feedback Edick
obtained from hisfirst showing here, itis
undoubtedly safeto say theturnout for hisnext show
will bemorethan satisfying, to say theleast.

- Elisabeth Verile

Comel augh A L ot!

Last October, my family and | traveled to
the BigAppleto see Spamalot, themusical
rendition of Monty Python’s Quest for the Holy
Grail at the Shubert Theatre. If you' ve ever
watched aMonty Python skit, you know that they
arefilled with outlandish humor that tendsto make
fun of just about everything. Spamal ot chronicles
KingArthur’squest tofind theHoly Grail, and the
perilsinassembling his“Knightsof theRound Table’
inorder to help him on thistask. The show hosted
somewell known facesin theentertainment industry,
including Clay Aiken of American Idol fame, who
portrayed Sir Robin.

The performance got underway asa
historian explained thehistory of Europewith Finnish
dancerstaking the stage. Annoyed, the historian
returned, explaining that hemeant England, not
Finland. Thesetimmediately vanished and was
replaced by agroup of monksin black robes
chanting prayersand smacking the Bibleontheir
foreheads. King Arthur appearswith hisservant
Patsy, who knocks coconutstogether toimitate the
sound of ahorse. Along theway, herecruits Sir
Robinand Sir Lancelot, collectorsof Black Plague
victims, and apolitical radical knownasSir
Galahad. Galahad and the Lady of theLake, a
mysteriouswoman who hel psthe knightsthroughout
the show, sing asong called “ The Song That Goes
LikeThis,” which parodiesthetypical Broadway
love song found in many shows. King Arthur and the
rest of hisknightsthen proceed on aquest givento
them by Godtofind theHoly Grail.
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Comel augh A L ot!
(continued)

The second act of the show waseven more
hilariousthenthefirst! TheKnightsof the Round
Tableencounter the* KnightsWho Say Ni,” a
creaturefeared for the pronunciation of theword
“ni.” They demand that KingArthur givethema
shrubbery and put on aBroadway musical. After
lamenting about theimpossibility of doinga
Broadway show, Sir Robin further darkenstheir
spiritsby telling them they can’t hopeto succeed on
Broadway without any people of Jewish ancestry
(thisparodiesthelarge Jewish populationin New
York City). The Lady of the Lake appearsagain and
singsasong about her part’slack of stagetime, and
agay Princefdlsinlovewith Sr Lancelot. Lancelot
attemptstotell theboy that he himsalf isnot gay, but
hisarmor fallsoff and revea sthat hewaswearing
feminineclothing. Just asKingArthur isabout to
giveup the search for Broadway because“the
country hasn’t been discovered yet,” the Lady of the
Lakeappearsand tellsKing Arthur and Patsy that
they had, infact, been on Broadway the entiretime.
Patsy then admitsto King Arthur that hewasin fact
half Jewish, but dare not mentionit to him because
“itisn't something you usualy say to aheavily armed
Chrigtian.” Hethenreuniteswiththerest of his
knightsand acceptsthe challenge of ademonic
creature, knownasTim, tokill arabbit with the
“Holy Hand Grenade of Antioch.” With a* hand”
from God, Arthur findsthegrail under an audience
member’schair, and marriesthe Lady of the Lake.

Thegreat thing about ashow like Spamal ot
isitsdeparture from seriousness. Comedy gives
actorsroom toimprovise, and the cast of thisshow
jumped at every opportunity to makethe audience
laugh. At the conclusion of onehislines, thelead “Ni
Knight” told King Arthur that hewasthetruefather
of Bristol Palin’s(the eldest daughter of Alaska
Governor Sarah Palin) baby, which sent the
audiencein an uproar. At the end of the show, God
pointed hishand onto an audience member who
happened to be sitting onthe Holy Grail. Shewas
brought up on stageand told by KingArthur that she
will oneday befamous, likeRudy Giuliani (the
former New York City mayor).

Thisisonly afraction of what happened at
the show. Unfortunately, comedy ishard to portray
inwriting, becauseits presentation on stageiswhat
makesthe audiencelaugh. Go and seethe show,
and you' reboundtolaugh like never before!

-JustinKiefer
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Around The School

ThelLeosClub

There'sanew clubinBelvidere! Headed by
adviser Judy Black and The Lions Club Secretary,
Mr. Brad Day, the newly established LeosClubis
somethingto roar aboutl The Leosheld their
induction ceremony on February 4. What exactly
dotheLeosdo? TheLeo Club heads numerous
community serviceprojectsincluding their most
recent one: collecting eyeglassesto send tothird
world countries. We wish the best of luck tothis
promising new enterprise!
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Hydrogen Fuel Cell Car Competition

We at the Scarlet Scoop would liketo
extend congratul ationsto three studentsat Belvidere
High Schoal for finishing second inthe craftsmanship
category at theannual hydrogen fuel cell car
competition. Studentsfrom Morris, Warren, and
Sussex County meet and match their skill inbuilding
asmall car powered by an outside source. Kevina
DiNicola, Sammy Gross, Frank Tammera, and
Noah Senashould bevery proud of their triumph.
Goodjob guys!

HSPATime!

Get ready underclassmen! You'll betaking
the HSPA in afew short weeks. Areyou ready?
March 39, 4" and 5" arethe big days! Relax, be
prepared, and envy the seniorsfor not having to
arriveuntil 10:45.©

WelcometotheWizards!

TheHarlemWizardsarecomingto
Belvidere! 1t'sgoing to bean exciting night on
Thursday, February 26, when the acclaimed
basketbal | team, theHarlem Wizards, will be
dazzling students, faculty, and fansga orewith their
skill, stamina, and amazing stage presenceonthe
court. Comeon out and watch the game! Maybe
you'll getto play!

- » A0 www. harlemwizards.com Ji{ *

National Honor Society Blood Drive

TheMiller- Keystone Blood Center will be
at Belvidere High School on February 26, taking
blood from volunteerswho are seventeen and ol der.
If you signed up to give blood, make sureyour form
ishandedinto Mrs. Geisinger in Room 221 or
senior NHS member AlyssaOstrzyzek. If you
dready haveyour formin, makesureyou bring ID
with you, eat agood breakfast, and be surethat you
arenot sick. Thank youto al participants!

N

-RebeccaLitz, Editor
&



