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After TheMusica

So, did you cometo seethisyear’sproduction
of | Remember Mama?1 cantell youweall had
ablast putting thisshow on! All of ushavebeen
through so many long daysof intensework for
thepast few monthsandit redlly paid off. The
end result wasincredible! Everyonewas pleased
withthe production. | realy missdoingthe
performance. These past few monthsof intense
acting, snging, and dancing have
really taught mequiteabit, and
I’velearned so much duringthe
entireexperience. It becamea
routinefor meat theend of the
day to put my booksinmy
locker and head straight to theauditorium. All in
al,I"'mhavingahardtimebelievingit'sover! |
don’t know what to do with my time now. Of
course, wehave other thingsgoingoninthe
musi ¢ department, but themusica isdefinitely
one of thebiggest eventswedo al year. I’ ve met
alot of new peoplein the process, have plenty of
new memories, and had awholelot of fun!

Sowhat wasthislikefromthe
perspectiveof an actor? What doesit fed liketo
dotheactua performanceinfront of al those
onlookers?Werewe nervous?|l’ m sureyou have
aboatload of questionsto ask, solet metry and
sumitupfromhow | experiencedit. My favorite
scenewas at the end of Act Onewheremy
character (Papa) leavesfor Norway. Arguing
withmy wife (Mama—played by DanikaDow)
wasavery exciting moment for me. | felt very
emotional inthisscene, asif itwereredly
happening, and carried thisover into my
portrayal . Danikamentioned to melater that she
could“fed” theenergy flowing between our two
characters. Thissceneasoincluded oneof my
favorite songsfromthemusical, It IsNot The
End of TheWbrld, which | sangto all my
children beforebidding them all afond farewell
beforeleaving

thecountry. Also, dancing was something | thought |
wasgoing to havetroublewith. Luckily, it camevery
eadly for me. My character did not participateinthe
“Hardangerfjord” dance (gpparently he sprained his
kneedoing it theyear before), but | did danceaone
with my wife at the end of that scene. The purpose
of this scenewasto show the audience our very
closerelationship. Although unbeknownst to the
audience, thiswasascenewewould awaysjoke
around about, and sometimeswewould throw inan
extralineor two during rehearsal that wasn'tinthe
script for afew laughs.

Now of course, everyoneisalittlenervous.
Thisisnormal. Hasyour teacher ever madeyou
stand up infront of the classand giveaspeech?The
fedlingissomewhat similar. After afew moments,
however, you just begin to have so much fun that
your nervousnessdiminishes. Weall loveto perform
for people and entertain them. Whenever | went off
stage, | couldn’t wait for my next entrance. | redly
enjoyed being up there! It felt really great to be
underneath thoselights putting on ashow that
peoplewould remember for
yearsto come.

You may havenoticed
that quiteafew humorous
thingshappened aswell. At

the Sunday performance,
Kelsey McCannsatdownina ’ 7
chair andit broke. If my

memory servesmecorrectly,

on Saturday night the entire sound system blew out.
Itwasall very unpredictable, but that’swhat made
it o much fun! When something happensto go
awry liveon stage, it isentertaining to seethecast
cover it up by improvising, or to see thecrew
quickly finda“workaround”. It truly showsthe
dedication that went into thisyear’s production.

It wastruly awonderful experiencefor al of
us, and now it'sover. Timejust flew right by. | look
forward to next year’ s production with great
enthusaam!

-Justin Kiefer
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Walkout 2007

Posterswerehung al over the hall. Students
werebuzzing inthe hallwaysal about thewal kout.
Someteacherswere shunning theideaand
proclaiming they knew nothing about it while others
werewarning students not to participate. Theclock
hand ticked. Everyonewaswaiting eagerly for 10.04
to comewhen the student body would rise out of
their seatsand walk out onto thefront lawn of the
school and strongly protest thefact that the teachers
areworking without acontract.

Studentsreturned to classwithout incident.
Teacherswere shaking their headsand most likely
thinking, “I knew thiswasgoing to happen”. Some
studentswere annoyed and somewerejust plain
amused at how unsuccessful the big “walkout” was.

Walkoutsare effectivewhenthereisa
cause. Not to say therewasn't acausefor thisone,
after al, theteachersARE working without
contracts; however, thisissuedid not affect usas
students. Why do wefeel the need to walk out for
something that doesn’t even have anything to do
with us? It would beadifferent story if, say, they
werethreatening to cut out the
prom, but thisissuedealt with
theteachers, not the students.

It'stheir respongibility, not ours.
Unlessitisaffectingusasa

student body, then we should

not involveoursalvesinit. We,
studentswerewarned and while

some of uslistened and heeded

thewarning, othershad the nerveto complain about
thelack of student response.

However, they havenoright to complain.
They wereunder theimpression that awalkout
would help, but they weretold by teachers that it
would not. They weretold that what would help
moreisif they would stop complaining about
everything and do their work in class. That would
help morethan anything. What isthe students' reply
to this? They would rather get out of class. Thisis
whereweruninto aproblem.
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Wasthewalkout REALLY what studentssaid it
would be?A protest for the benefit of theteachers?
Or wasit just an excuseto missclassfor along
amount of time? The studentswereunder the
impression that alot of peoplewould feel contempt
for thelack of contractsand would follow them out
of theschool building. They felt that they would be
so bold asto refuseto go back into the building until
everyone had madetheir point. They weretaking
about radio and television coverage. Therefore, it
would takealongtimeand they could stall asmuch
asthey wanted to in order to stay out of school and
classeswhichweall know SO many peoplejust
LOVE (ha, right). Highly underestimating, isit not?
What they didn’t redlizeisthat some peopledidn’t
want to get involved in thewholewalkout deal for
fear of suspension or someother form of
punishment. Or maybethey just didn’t agreewith it
and felt they should go against theflow no matter
what that entailed. Whatever their cause, the
majority of peopledid not walk out. Inthewhole
student body of 570 students, only 25 walked out.
Successful would you say?1 think not.

By law, teachers cannot stagesucha
protest. The studentsknew thisand thought they
would stick up for their teachers, but aswassaid
before, theissuedid not deal with usasstudentsin
theleast. Why involve oursalvesin something that
will not do anything to usthusearning us
punishments? Teachersfed that if sudentsredly
want to help out, they can attend the next board
meeting* and speak their part thereinstead of taking
part inawalkout and getting themsel ves suspended
thusmissing classes, work, and valuable creditsnot
to mention having ablack mark ontheir record.
Why risk it? Walkoutsare only necessary when
something drasticishappening. If wecanavoid
theseinthefuture, therewould bealot less
problems.

- RebeccalL itz
*If anyoneisinterested in sharing their views on thisissue,

they can attend theBoard of Ed meeting onApril 11, 2007 in
thelibrary at 7:30. Teachers as of this printing have signed a

memorandum so hopefully thisisnow anonissue.
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Reflections from “I
Remember Mama’

Asamember of the cast of thisyear’s
musicd,” | Remember Mama’, | fed itwasa
great success. | donot meanthisonly inthe
traditional sense, though astanding ovationwould
proveitto betrue. Thereal successwasbehind
the scenes.

Our cast and crew thisyear wasavery
diversegroup. Therewereindividuasfrommany
of thedifferent cliqueshereat BHS. Atfirstthis
wasa problem because there were many times
whenweall thought thereweretoo many
disagreements, asis sometimesthe casewhen
peoplework together for along period of time.
However, weresolved most issuesand wereable
towork together.

Weall bonded quitewell which wasquite
surprising dueto the size of the cast. Wejoked
and teased, played games, talked, and laughed
together. Therewasan overpowering sense of
family among us. Weall looked out for one
another and hel ped each other to the best of our
ability. Many new friendshipswereformed and
that iswhen thereal magic happened.

Thecloser thecastis, theeasier it becomesto
work together inan environment that isastense
aswhat oursoftenwas. Thechemistry wehad on
stagewassimply areflection of our actua
friendships. Lasting relationshipswereformed
during the production and I’ m surethat thereis
not asingle cast or crew member that would trade
thisexperiencefor theworld.

- Shakira Spears
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Belvidere Wrestling Stand Out

TheBelvidereWrestling Team pulled out a
whopping 2 team winsthroughout the entire season,
but therewere, infact, afew absol ute standoutson
theteam thisyear. Thesetwo were: CJTraintophylis
and Tyler Smith. CJ, finishing with arecord of 46-7,
placed 1% indigtricts, 2@ intheregional and madeit
to the statetournament. Tyler finished with arecord
of 43-2 and placed 1% inthedistricts, 1% inthe
regional tournament, and 2 in the state tournament.
Commenting on the experience of the sate
tournament, Tyler said it wasnothing new and it
wasn't asfun asit wasin past years. Hewasvery
nervous about achieving what he set out to
accomplish and making anamefor himself.“ The
leve of focuswas much higher, and it seemed almost
too dragged out,” stated the second placefinisher.
CJontheother hand was much more carefree about
theexperience. “[ Thetournament] wasfun, there
wasalot to do. We alwayswatched the other
wrestlersand the shorewas great too. [Making
states] wastough, but | had thetimeof my life”

When | asked for them to comment about
their records, they both replied that they werevery
happy and content with themsel ves. CIwas happy
to beat hiswinsfrom last year. Tyler washappy to
say hewasthebest asfar astherecordis
concerned onthevarsity level. Looking back onthe
season, CJwasvery happy with himself, but there
were minor detailsand some matcheshewished he
had approached differently. Tyler, onthe other hand,
believesthat the season took its course, asit should
have. Hedoeswish he had the statetitle, but he's
just ashappy to makeit there.

| then asked about their futuresand what
wastherefor them. CJsaid hehaswrestled hislast
match and isnow focusing onfootball. Hisplansfor
collegeareto play football for either ESU or Rowan
University. When asked to comment about histime
at Belvidere, hesaid, “ Theonething I’ [| missthe
most, isgetting my hand raised inthemiddle of the
mat.” Tyler hasplans, too, but geared towards
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whether or not he’ dwrestlefor Belvidere next year.
Hesaid, “I loveit hereat Belvidere, but being such a
small schoal it’shard to get noticed.” When | asked
him to elaborate onthat, hetold methat hewantsto
wrestlefor abigger school sohenolonger gets
underestimated like hehasinthepast. Asfar as
collegeisconcerned, Tyler islooking into West
Virginia, Lehigh, or lowa

They both agreed on theteam coming up
next year. They seealot of very young, raw talent.
Thereisalot of potential for all of thewrestlersto
begood, but it comesfrom devel opment in practice.

When | asked which of thetwo were better,
CJof coursesaid himself due soldly to thefact that
heisGreek. Tyler, however, said hewasbetter as
far asachievementsare concerned but skill wise,
there snoway totell. Being that they wrestletwo
different weights, it’shard to tell who'sbetter based
solely onamatch. But no matter whoisthe better
wrestler, they both wrestlefor Belvidere, and that’s
all that matters. Wewish thebest of luck to CJinhis
futureinfootball a either Rowan or ESU, andto
Tyler aswell ashelooksforward to hislast season
asahigh school wrestler. Hopefully the* Belvidere
Faithful” can seethebig guy for another year inthe
scarletsnglet.

- MikeCdlas

Compstitive Cheerleading for
BHS

Compstition cheerleadingisavery gratifying yet
demanding sport. It requiresagreat amount of
hard work, dedication, and athleticism. The
BevidereHigh School competition cheerleading
team hasdonevery well competing in past years,
and we plan on doing it again for the 2007-2008
school year. Our goa istodowell inlocal
competitions, moveonto Regionas, and makeit
totheU.C.A.Nationasheldin Orlando, Florida
Compstitive cheerleading hasmany benefits.
Mentd, emotional, and physical strengthis
crucial tosucceedinthissport. Cheerleaders
need mental capability toremember dl of the
different linesand formations; thevariousstunt
groups, and the order of theroutineitsealf.
Physical ability isalso necessary. Tobea
competitive cheerleader, you need to have
strength to perform difficult stunt sequences,
dancing, gymnasticsskills, and tight, sharp
motions. Our practicesarehard, long, tiring,
and sometimes painful, but, at the sametime,
very funand rewarding.

Itisan amazing feeling to step on those mats
during acompetition representing your school,
and perform knowing you gaveit your all and
tried your hardest. Other sportsget theentire
season to provethemselves; we get two minutes
andthirty seconds. Competitivecheerleadingis
avery fun, and worthwhile sport.

Through cheerleading, many new friendshipsare
created by bonding at practices, camp, and
competitions. Itfeelsrealy satisfyingtorepre-
sent BHSby doingwell inthese competitions.
TheBelvidereHigh School cheerleaders|ook
forward to anew team, anew year, and achiev-
ing our god of having asuccessful competition
season for the 2007-2008 school year.

- Rebekah Unangst
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