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Farewell

Blueand pink walls, striped curtains, and moose gal ore have set thetone to alearning environment
for the past thirty-four years. Ms. Courtright cameto Belvidere High School with adream of inspiring
studentsto enjoy English, her stuffed moose collection, and her calm personality. Ms. Courtright cameto
Belviderewhen she heard that the school waslooking for an English teacher who could also coach field
hockey and basketball.

“Very few peoplel graduated with had jobs. | wasvery grateful.” Ms. Courtright said about her first
few years.

In her past thirty-four yearsat Belvidere, shehastaught al four gradelevels, but when asked which
oneisher favorite shewill sheepishly reply “sophomores’ . Asidefrom being an English teacher, Ms.
Courtright had led her field hockey team to aDRC victory and started an AlDS Awareness Committee here
at BHS. Overall her favorite memory from Belvidereis* seeing astudent get it.”

We asked Ms. Courtright what the oneword wasthat she would want peopleto remember her by.
After thinking for amoment, shereplied, “ Caring.” We also asked her what she would missmost about
Belvidere High School, and her smpleanswer was* the people.”

Ms. Courtright then provided uswith words of wisdom for present and future studentswho walk
throughthese halls. Shesaid, “ Everyone hastheir own gift, and they need to cometo know that.”

On behalf of Belvidere High School, wewould liketo thank Ms. Courtright for her yearsof service
and dedicationto our great high school. Shewasawonderful teacher, mentor, and friend, and shewill be
missed. Thank you Ms. Courtright!

-Heather Shupe, 12 and DamarisMillheim, 12
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Thoughts From
The Editor

integrity
noun

1. thequdlity or state of being complete;
unbroken condition; wholeness; entirety

2. thequality or state of being unimpaired;
perfect condition; soundness

3. the quality or state of being of sound
moral principle; uprightness, honesty, and
sincerity

We ashigh school students, whoin asearly
as8 monthsfrom now will beginlivesasadults,
need to understand how important integrity is. We
arecurrently being trained academicaly for future
education and employment. Whether youredizeit
or not thefaculty isalso trying to stressthe
importance of having adecent solid character. No
matter what back round, race, religion or financial
circumstancesyou comefrom, someof your
greatest challengeswill beto stand firm onyour
principals, and to havethe couragetodowhat is
right, evenif not popular.

Having integrity. What doesthat meanina
practical way?Most smply itisnot what you do,
how you treat others, or the common decency you
show only when everyoneiswatching, itisthe
decisionsyou make and the actionsyou takewhen
NOBODY iswatching. Integrity isdoingwhat is
right evenif itisnot popular, or won't bring the
attention or affirmationyou may cravefromyour
peers.

Wearedl still young, and arelearning to stand on
our own reputation we makefor ourselvesas
individual s as opposed to being our parent’skids.

None of usare perfect, however, itisnot
difficult to adhereto the basic concept of treating
others as you would want to be treated. Weren't
weall taught that in Kindergarten? Thereare so
many examplesaround usright herein BHS of the
absenceof integrity. Think about thelast timethere
wasasubstituteteacher in your class. How oftendo
your peers (or maybeyou) take advantage of the
regular teacher being away, and act inwaysthat they
would never act had theregul ar teacher been there?
How often do you hear disrespect towardsasub
that never would have been shown towardsthe
usual teacher? How often do those thought of as
popular (evenif only intheir smal circlesor intheir
ownminds) act inwaysthat may humiliate others
during timeswhen no authority figuresarewatching?
How many of you have been embarrassed inthe
lunch room or locker roomwhenthereareno
coachesor teacherslistening? How many kids
attempt to bring attention to themselves by trying to
bethefunny oneand belittling others? So many of
usknow how frustrating it isto betreated terribly by
thosethat many teachersseemto believeareso
nice, or wonderful, or cute.

There are studentsaround usthat are supposed to
beleaders, but when thereisno one around to
impress, how patheticaly few trueleadership
qualitiesthey show. How littleregard for othersor
their classor school they show. It becomes
increasingly evident asthe high school yearsgo by
how littleintegrity someof the shiniest people have.

Tolkien oncewrote, All that glittersisnot gold.
Many of usalready know that, and arelearning the
trueworth of having adecent character by observing
othersout therewho have none. Thesetypes of
people, (and weal know who they are, ironically a
whol e different popularity they don't even realize
they have), may befooling some of the people
some of thetime, but thereare many of ushereat
BHSwith mindsof our own, that seethingsfor

how they actualy are.
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Thoughts From
The Editor
(continued)

Many of uspity thosethat feel theneedto
humiliate, take advantage of, or belittle othersin
order to bring more attention to themsel ves. How
sad to hold that littleworthin yourself to haveto
hurt othersto fedl bigger, prettier, stronger, or
funnier. You arefooling no onebut yourselves. Do
yourselvesafavor and stop underestimating the
intelligence of your classmates. Therewardsof
treating otherswell, and striving to be worthy of
respect arefar greater than that laugh you had at the
expense of another’sfedlings.

By observing thelack of integrity shown
repeatedly, we havelearned about the true worth of
our own charactersand yes, reputations. Whenwe
leavethisschool and go out into theworld, will we
look back and be proud of how we conducted
ourselves? Do some of you even care? Did you
learn how to be adecent friend, or the value of
trustworthiness? Were we there when others needed
us?Arewereliable and dependable?

There are some herethat are concerned
with how their popularity will beremembered.
Thereareaso many herewho will beableto say, |
stood on my principals, | took theless popular road,
| hurt no one, | left thisschool abetter place, | was
afriend, and | learned by listening to othersand
what they wereexperiencinginlife.

Thereisnothing wrong with excelling at
whatever you areinto; everyonehasaright totake
prideintheir accomplishments. However thereisso
much moreto being adecent human than having a
talent. You can bethe best at something, or the best
looking, but if you' reugly ontheinside, what does
therest matter?

Thesefour yearspassso quickly. Don't
waste them by stepping on everyonearoundyouin
order tofedl better about yourself. Learn fromthose
herewithyou, weall have something interesting to
bring into this school. Focus on being a personyou
would liketo be around because you will haveto
livewithyoursdlf for alongtime. Classmateswill
comeand go, high school will end, and thingsyou
do and say may beforgotten by others; but you
aonewill haveto carry thememoriesof who'Y OU
have beenfor therest of your life. It cost nothingto
be adecent human being towards others. For those
of you still hung up on how popular you are, imagine
knowing you areliked for being decent towards
others. Many here have doneit and would not trade
the personal satisfactionfor anythingintheworld.

- Rebeccalitz, 12




Twilight

Twilight. What isit about thisseriesthat has
not only theteenage population, but seemingly
everyone, so crazed? Perhapsitisthelifelong
theme of star-crossed lovers. Or maybeit'sthe
sciencefiction aspect. Whatever the case may be,
onethingisfor sureand that isthat whether you are
afan or not, you have heard of Edward Cullenand
BellaSwan. Thebooks, written by Stephanie
Meyer, seem to have some addictive power to them
causing studentsto keep one of thefour must-reads
of theseriesat their sideat dl times. They have
caused someto skip school, homework, and even
work. Evenanti- Twilightersmust confessthat these
novelshave caused an epidemic that will not soon
beforgotten. Now if the books have caused this
much hype, it would
seem certainthat the
much anticipated
movieof Twilight,
relessedinlate
November would have
the sameeffect on
fans, right?This,
however, wasnot the
casefor some,
incdludingme.

Thefirst book
of theserieswasaclear cut lovestory. It wasfilled
withwordsof first romance such as* my heart beat
wildly” and“that wasthefirst night | dreamt of
Edward Cullen”. Thisbook served itspurposeas
the set up for thelater novels. The connection
between Bellaand Edward took pagesto develop,
andreaderssuch as| loved every second of it. If
thisbook had not taken thetimeto build up the
connection between thelovers, the story would not
have had nearly the sameimpact asit had. Thefact
that Meyerswrites page after page about the
intensity of their love provesto thereader that what
they haveismuch morethan ordinary puppy love.
Actionisnot amajor part of thisbook, and it was
not intended to be. Thedirector, Catherine
Hardwicke, did not seem to grasp that concept.
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Thegenera atmosphere of thetheater after thefirst
midnight showing of Twilight wasoneof
disappointment. Thechemistry betweenthemain
characterswasthrown together inarush of
confusing eventsthat unlessyou haveread the book,
you would not completely understand. On day one
Bellaand Edward meet and by the second day,
amazingly they areinlove; thisisaclimax of the
story that took over two hundred pagesto reach.
Even whentheré ationship wasbeginning to unfold,
theacting of Robert Pattinson and Kristen Stewart
wasmuch too overdramatictofit thepart. Ina
sense, viewerscould get thefeeling that they were
just simply actorsplaying apart, for they did not get
into character very well. For instance, the scenethat
involvesoneof their first encountersin Biology class
Issupposed to portray Edward’ sdiscomfort at
having something hewants so badly insuch close
proximity to him. Heissupposed to be both
confused and anxious. Themovie hardy doesthis
scenejustice. Instead it isquite comical how
‘Edward’ holdshisnose and contortshisfacewhen
‘Bella entersthe classroom. Random scenes of
actionwere dso added to thefilm, such asthe
vampiresbeing abletofly and griptotrees.

Overdl, themoviewasalet downtoalarge
percentage of Twilight fans. Catherine Hardwicke
tried to makethemoviefit intotoo may genres:
romance, fantasy, comedy and action. Thefact of
the matter isshe should have stuck to thetrue genre
of the book and that was clearly aromance. The
othersfit intolater booksand could have also been
incorporated with later movies. Fitting theminto
Twilight, however, just did not work. While her
purpose may have beento capture moreviewers
interestswith the different themes, the plan seemingly
backfired. Shemay have gained afew fansof the
movie, but lost agreat deal of thenovel’sfansdesire
to comeback for more.

- Elisabeth Verile, 12
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Winter Sports

Among all the seasonsof sportsat Belvidere
High School winter isdefinitely oneof themost
participated in and bus est seasonsfor our athletes.
Thisyear being of no exception, our four fivewinter
sportsthisyear asalwaysare BoysBasketbal, Girls
Basketball, Wrestling, Cheerleading, and last, but
not least, our Swim Team. Starting the season right
after Thanksgiving, most of our athletesknow to
enjoy the holiday now, becauseahard seasonis
ahead of them. Boysand GirlsBasketball havether
first game of the season on December 19", Boys
homeat the High School and Girlsaway at Manville.
Each game startsat 7:00, and we encourageall
membersof the student body and family to come
support our boysand girlsfor their first gameagainst
Manville. Asfor therest of theteams, everyoneis
practicing very hard for upcoming gamesand
matches. We at the Scarlet Scoop fully support the
athletesat our school, and welook forward to giving
them recognitionin thefollowing season. Good L uck
Athletes!

-NinaGhilino and Deidre Romano, 12

My Fair Lady

It'sthat timeagain! BelvidereHigh School’s
annua school musicd hasofficialy takenflight. For
thoseintheknow, thetitleof thisyear’smusica
conjuresup lovely imagesof cockney flower girl
ElizaDooalittle being chastised by phoneticsexpert
Professor Henry Higgins. But for thosewho have
never seenthistimelessBroadway classic, many
questionsarise. Whoisthislady, and why isshe
fair? Let meattempt to set therecord straight, and
aso giveyou alittle behind the scenesinformation
on how aproduction getsunderway.

My Fair Lady beginswith ElizaDooalittle, a
poor, lowly English peasant who sdllsflowersin
Covent Garden to pedestriansin order to makea
living. Onenight, sherunsinto Professor Henry
Higgins, ahaughty English gentleman and expertin
thefield of phonetics. HigginscallsElizal sway of
speaking an embarrassment and disgraceto the
Englishlanguageanditspeople, andin her presence,
boaststo hisfriend Colonel Pickering that in six
months, he could teach Elizahow to speak properly
and pass her off asaduchessat an embassy ball.
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My Fair Lady (continued)

Intrigued by thisidea, Elizamakesher way
to Professor Higgins shome, whereinstead of just
learning simplephonetics, the characterslearna
great deal about themselves. The show contains
plenty of humor, but a so harborsdramaticwriting
that will keep you on the edge of your seat. My Fair
Lady explorestheideathat humans, no matter how
perfect or rich onemay be, havetheir flaws. But
what exactly doesit taketo put aproduction,
especiadly oneaslargeasthis, onthe stage?

If youwalk into atheater to see ashow,
whether it beamovieor musica, you' Il usualy sit
down for two hours, enjoy the performance, and
leave. Youmay not think about thefact that it took
theactorsseveral monthsof intenserehearsa, or the
stage crew weeks of coughing up sawdust asthey
built theset (OK, itisn't that crazy). Actors spend
entiredaysrehearsing asingle scene, membersof
stage crew work day and night to get the sound
system crystd clear, and musicianspractice until
their fingersfall off. It'squitean arduous process,
but enjoyablenonethel ess.

I’ d asoliketotake thisopportunity to recognize
some new faceson theteam. Mr. Romano, a
newcomer among the English department, comesto
usfrom Governor Livingston High School withyears
of theater experience and the distinct honor of
having directed showsin TheBigApple. Also
making her debut asass stant stage manager is
KaitlinMarsh, ajunior from White Township.
Themost exciting aspect of theater isits

unpredictability. Indeed, every show brings
newfound excitement and challengesto our stage
hereat Belvidere, but intheend, everyone comes
together and puts on aperformanceto remember. |
am confident that thisyear’sshow will beasmashing
hit. Stay tuned!

-JustinKiefer

Cast

ElizaDooalittle- DamarisMillheim
Henry Higgins- JustinKiefer

Mrs. Pearce- Jenny Tammera

Mrs. Higgins- JennaTshudy
Freddy Eynsford-Hill- Noah Lucas
Alfred Dooalittle- Robert Bunn
Colone Pickering- John Cheatham
Maid-AliciaCerrada- Guenther
Maid- JessicaSeverns

Ensemble: LauraChestham, Alex DiCairano, Annika
Dow, Arran Gross, Patrick Kelly, Natasha
Kowaleuski, TomMalanga, Faith McEvoy,
Aleshanee Mooney, SachaMorris, KendraPeeples,
Jack Pierone, JessicaRosano, Nick Shah, Dan
Sisto, SaraThomas, Steven Thompson, Brittany
Wieder
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